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irritations by avoiding discrimination directly on the obnoxi-
ous basis of race and colour. It lessened provocation not
merely among British Indians but also among the Japanese,
whose friendship was then an imperial interest.
Thus prior to the birth of the Commonwealth the princi-
pal Australian colonies were already restricting immigration
in order to create a white and socially homogeneous people.
The desire to construct around the whole continent a uniform
dike to stem the inflow of coloured labour was a potent
argument for federal union. After federation the new Aus-
tralian Parliament promptly proceeded in 1901 to weld the
colonial policies into a national system, of which the basic
elements were embodied in the Immigration Restriction Act
and the Pacific Island Labourers Act. The former pre-
scribed a dictation test whereby migrants were prohibited
entry who were unable to write out at dictation, before an
official, a passage of fifty words in a European language, later
changed to placate Japanese susceptibilities to "any pre-
scribed language." The Pacific Island Labourers Act termi-
nated the use of coloured and indentured labour in Queens-
land, where hitherto Kanakas had been imported from the
South Sea Islands. Deftly used, the dictation test was
effective, since the prescribed language might always be one
of which the migrant was ignorant. Although intended for
use only against Asiatics and South Sea Islanders, it could at
need be applied against Europeans. An additional exclusion
within the act pertained to labourers who under contract
might come to work for wages injurious to Australian em-
ployment. This provision, which was not a dead letter,
aptly illustrates the firm resolve of the Commonwealth from
the outset to maintain standards of living by restricted
immigration.
All political parties have supported the White Australia
Policy mainly with the contention that a high standard of
living would be jeopardized if coloured and low-standard
races were freely admitted. Labour leaders in particular
emphasize that an effective trade unionism and the controls
for which it stands, such as the fixation of wages by the state,
are bound up with racial homogeneity. While social cohesion
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